
The ANCSA Conveyance Process
in 10 Minutes or Less



Native Land Claims



Oil! Thereõs oil in 
that there swamp!



Enacted December 18, 1971

Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act



ANCSA

ÅFirst legislation of its kind in the US

ÅSettled aboriginal land claims

ÅProvided for conveyance of about 46 million acres 
and

ÅTransfer of about $1,000,000,000

ÅNo reservations, no lands held in trust, no wardship, 
no kidding [confirmed by the Court of Claims in Cape 
Fox Corp. v. United States, 4 Cl. Ct. 223]

ÅAnnette Island Reserve at Metlakatlaremains 
because the people were Canadian Natives, rather 
than Alaskan.



Fundamentals of ANCSA

ÅLands are conveyed to State-chartered Native 
corporations: 

ïRegion 

ïVillage

ïNative group

ï4 Cities [Kenai, Kodiak, Juneau, Sitka]

ÅIndividuals (Native Primary Place of Residence)



Fundamentals of ANCSA

ÅEach entity receiving land under ANCSA has at 
least one acreage entitlement

ÅEntitlement amounts are set by:

ïANCSA itself

ïDOI using mathematical formula in ANCSA or
regulations

ïRegional corporation (12(b) only)

ÅEntitlements range from 0.63 acre to 
over 8 million acres



Fundamentals of ANCSA

ÅConveyances are charged against the 
entitlements; object is to get to zero

ÅTotal of 260 entities eligible for land and 
benefits under ANCSA, representing more 
than 450 separate entitlements



Fundamentals of ANCSA ς
Which Lands?

ÅANCSA withdrew approximately 576,000 acres 
around each village

ÅVillage and regional corporations could select 
from the ANCSA withdrawal

ÅAdditional lands withdrawn where insufficient 
lands were available for selection

ïWhy not enough?  Large areas of water, lands 
patented to the State and others, lands lay along 
the coastline



Fundamentals of ANCSA ς
Who Gets What

ÅVillages, groups, 4 cities, and individuals 
receive surface estate in fulfillment of the 
entitlement

ÅRegions receive the subsurface estate in lands 
conveyed to village/group/4 city/individual, 
unless lands are located in old NWR or in 
National Petroleum Reserve-Alaska



SURFACE    ESTATE

SUBSURFACE    ESTATE

Villages, Groups, 4 Cities, Individuals

Regions
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window!
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Welcome to 

Big  Soggy  NWR

Est. 1938

Charismatic 

MegafaunaNWR 

welcomes you!  

Est. 1980

Charismatic megafauna! 
ΧŀƴŘ ¦ƴŎƭŜ CǊŜŘ ǎŀƛŘ L 
ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ǘƻ 

much!

SURFACE    ESTATE


